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a des homines libres et eclaires, est d'etre maitre chez sol
et de n'avoir jamais la ridicule et funeste pretention de
Tetre chez les autres." Burke's spirit was to be seen in the
champions of armed propaganda and also in the apologists
later of Napoleon's aggrandisement Napoleon was conquer-
ing, but it was the triumph of a crusade; he was crushing the
independence of other peoples, but he was giving them a set
of infinitely better laws and institutions than they had ever
known. His armies swept through Europe, but though
they carried fire and sword from country to country, they
carried too the energies of a just and sublime civilisation,
the arts of a new and diviner government. Burke wished
England to be the soldier of civilisation, and for him
civilisation was the old order. The Burkes of French
democracy wished France to be the soldier of civilisation^
and for them civilisation meant the new order.
What again was the apology for the Metternich system
but the same argument, that the foreign civilisation imposed
on Austria's dominions was better than any national
civilisation the inhabitants of those dominions could create ?
Metternich and the statesmen and diplomatists of Europe
who were accessories to his policy in 1815, and those who
defended his system, in the agitations and tumults in which
it was at last to perish, did not admit that they were
wantonly repressing freedom and just aspirations. They
argued that they were taking the best measures for the
happiness of the very populations who fancied themselves
the ill-used victims of dispositions that were in truth bene-
volent They would have said in Burke's language that
their subjects had a manly, regulated liberty, that civilisa-
tion was an order they must learn to accept and not try
to create; that their headstrong impulses would bring
infinite suffering upon themselves, if they were not governed
as subject peoples: they could only really be free when
they were kept in leading strings. There is nothing in the
world so unselfish as tyranny.
There will always be men who are disposed to postpone
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